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Johnnie Gray Becomes Spokesperson,

Raises Awareness of CASA of Brown County

Johnnie Gray, member of both the Green Bay
Packers Hall of Fame and Board of Directors,
will serve as the official spokesperson for
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)
of Brown County to raise awareness of the
organization and its mission of advocating
for abused and neglected children in Brown
County.

Johnnie Gray is well known in the commu-
nity as a former Green Bay Packers safety
and current analyst for Fox 11 Sports, but his
work at Syble Hopp School is evidence of his
equally strong commitment and advocacy

for children.

“We are honored and excited to have
Johnnie as our spokesperson,” said CASA
Executive Director Marilyn Bennin. “He is
passionate about children and is bringing his
enthusiasm and commitment to CASA to
help grow our program and raise awareness

of our organization within our community.”

Johnnie has already served as a special guest
at the CASA Classic for Kids golf outing and
the Harlem Ambassadors basketball event,
and he also appeared in television PSAs pro-
moting those events. Watch for Johnnie in
upcoming PSAs recruiting volunteers and at

CASA events throughout the coming year.

CASA of Brown County: Past, Present, and Future

By Marilyn Bennin, Executive Director, CASA of Brown County, Inc.

Turning the page from 2010 to 2011 prompted me to marvel at the tremendous accomplish-

ments of the past year, savor the present, and look forward with great anticipation to the up-

coming year. I cannot begin to express my appreciation to everyone who “gave their all” to

our program in the past year.

In 2010, we were able to serve 251 children — that seemed like a fantasy when I came to CASA

5 years ago. We also added 15 corporate board members and trained 28 new advocates. The

CASA Classic, Harlem Ambassadors event, cookbooks, and fundraising appeals were all very

successful. Whether you have been with us “from the start” or are a recent supporter, we

could not have accomplished this success without you.

As we begin 2011, Judge Marc Hammer has left his rotation on the Juvenile bench and begun a
new assignment, and we are so very grateful for his service and heartfelt support. We also say

(Continued on page 2)
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Executive Director Marilyn Bennin
addresses volunteers at surprise 5-year
anniversary party

“Thank you for
allowing me the
extraordinary
opportunity to
serve as Executive
Director of CASA of
Brown County...it
has been my

greatest pleasure.”

CASA Grows by 28 Volunteers In 2010

CASA of Brown County was fortunate to welcome 28 new volunteers in
2010. Each new volunteer successfully completed an initial 40-hour train-
ing program and was sworn in as a “friend of the court” and active CASA
volunteer. The spring class of volunteers was sworn in by Judge Marc
Hammer on April 20, 2010, and the fall class was sworn in by Judge Timo-
thy Hinkfuss on October 19, 2010. Of these new volunteers, 4 have joined
the board of directors or corporate board, and 26 have become active vol-

unteer advocates.

Outgoing Director Reflects Back, Looks Forward

. (Continued from page 1)

goodbye to Shauna Lemieux as we thank her

for her dedication and wish her the best in

her new career. And we have welcomed back

Lynne McKenzie from maternity leave with

» Oopéen arms.

The New Year will also bring a change that,
initially, will likely not come easily for me.
But I truly believe it will allow CASA to con-
tinue to grow and thrive for many more years
to come. I have decided to transition into a
part-time position at CASA, and the board is
in the process of selecting a new Executive
Director of CASA of Brown County. I reluc-
tantly concluded that the job of “running the
business” was so demanding that I could not
spend enough time with our advocates and
supervisors — and serving our children has
been my passion and inspiration since day

one.

Any doubts I had about this decision were
diminished after attending this year’s Christ-
mas party. I was overwhelmed by the num-
ber of people in attendance and their devo-
tion to our mission. CASA of Brown County

will continue to thrive in the hands of hun-

dreds of caring and capable people. I am
committed to working with the new director
to make the transition as seamless as possi-
ble. I would not have made this decision if I
was not convinced it is the best way to con-
tinue our growth and serve our kids. While
my hours will be reduced, my love for this

program will never diminish.

What else will 2011 bring? We have a list of
excited potential new volunteers and plan to
continue to train advocates semi-annually.
Our expanded Corporate Board is enthusias-
tically seeking financial support. We look
forward to Judge Kendall Kelly joining Judge
Timothy Hinkfuss on the Juvenile Court
bench.

We not only need your continued support,
but we also ask that you reach out to others
in our community to make them aware of our
passion and the children who are waiting for
“their CASA.” Thank you for allowing me
the extraordinary opportunity to serve as
Executive Director of CASA of Brown
County these past five years. So many of you

have found a permanent place in my heart,

and it has been my greatest blessing.

The following community members became CASA volunteers in 2010: Kristyna Williams, Michele Stein, Morgan Sortek,

Jamie Skenandore, Barbara Sobel, Ashley Salentine, Elodee Kroll, Michael Hermans, Mary Gronnert, Sallee Gould, David

DePeau, Eric DeJardine, Nan Bush, Joanne Athey, Rachel Verheyen, Mary Jane Selinsky, Lori Sparapani, Tracey Bolinger,

Mark Johnsen, Kathy Takahashi, Julianna Guyette, Sandra Stokes, Lisa Wagner, Joan Brusky, Rachel Riske, Meghan Hell-

mann, Lyndsey Schoelzel, and Nicole Tegtman.
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CASA Events Raise Funds, Bring Smiles

CASA Classic for Kids

The CASA Classic for Kids golf outing took place August 23, 2010 at Thornberry Creek at Oneida. The event

was once again a tremendous success, raising more than $16,000 to support the CASA pro-

gram. We would like to thank the golfers, dinner guests, event sponsors, and all those who
donated items for the raffle and auction. We would also like the thank the dedicated volun-
| teers who make this signature event possible every year.

Our gratitude also goes to Special Guest Matt Bollant, UWGB Women'’s

Mark your calendars for the 5th Annual CASA Classic for Kids—
Monday, August 22, 2011 at Thornberry Creek at Oneida.

Harlem Ambassadors

On September 28, 2010, CASA of Brown County hosted the Harlem Ambassadors basketball entertainment
troop who faced off against a team of local celebrities, including Green Bay Fire Chief Jeff Roemer, Brown
County Executive Tom Hinz, Green Bay Chamber of Commerce President Paul Jadin, St. Norbert’s College
Men's Basketball Coach Gary Grzesk, Heritage Hill Executive Director Charles Pelky, and many others.

We would like to thank our Major Event Sponsors —Wisconsin Public Service, Schneider National Founda-
tion, and Nicolet National Bank —for making this event possible. We would also like to thank Mackinaw’s
Grill & Spirits who provided a post-game meal for the two teams and our vol-

unteers, and to Country Inn & Suites who provided lodging for the Harlem
Ambassadors.

Additionally, we would like to thank all the individuals, businesses, and ser-
vice clubs who purchased blocks of tickets to donate to community organiza-
tions such as the PALS programs, Boys and Girls Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters,
and area schools. The generosity of all those who attended and
supported this event helped raise more than $7,200 for CASA of

Brown County.

Coming Soon —Green Bay Gamblers Raffle

CASA of Brown County will receive the proceeds from the
50/50 raffle during the Green Bay Gamblers v. Waterloo Black
Hawks hockey game on Sunday, February 27, 2011 at 3:05 p.m.

Get your friends together to enjoy an afternoon of great hockey while helping raise funds for CASA.
If you're interested in selling raffle tickets during the game, please contact the CASA office at 920-437-2272 or
casabc@tds.net.
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Greetings from Juvenile Court

By Elizabeth Case, Brown County Human Services Juvenile Case Manager

Itisn’t too often that Juvenile
Court workers have a CASA
advocate assigned to a case they
are working on. Recently, I
have been assigned to manage a
case that involves a young lady
who is under a Child Protection
order. This case is one of those
infrequent opportunities for me
to work closely with CASA.

While working this case, I have
been reminded of how difficult
child protection cases can be. I
don’t mean difficult as in too
much work; I mean difficult as
in work that pulls at your heart

strings.

I find myself worrying about
this kid even when I am not at

work.

I am a Juvenile Court worker, so
I'worry about my delinquent
clients and sometimes I worry
about them when I am not at
work. The worrying about my
delinquent clients is more often
about them making poor choices
and ending up in the back seat

of a police car.

But the worrying about this
young lady under a child pro-
tection order has nothing to do
with the choices she has made.
It has to do with the many un-
fortunate circumstances she was

born into.

As I face each decision with
this case, I am contemplating
what her parents might want if

they were alive, as well as what

placement
they would
think is best.

Thanks to the
CASA volun-
teer assigned
to this case, I
have an advocate who is cultur-
ally sensitive and caring, and
who enables me to effectively
communicate with the extended
family by providing language
interpretation. She provides me
with an insight and understand-
ing that I would never have

without her.

I am deeply appreciative of the
service CASA advocates are
able to provide to the families in

need in Brown County.

Service Providers Benefit from CASA’s Collaboration
By Fred Lightner, Family Training Program (FTP) Director

“The CASA
volunteer...
provides me

with an insight
and
understanding
that | would
never have

without her.”

As a fellow service provider in Brown County working
with families and children who are affected by issues of
child abuse and neglect each day, the Family Training
Program (FTP) commends the efforts of CASA volunteers
and greatly appreciates the collaborative relationship our

agencies enjoy.

As issues such as alcoholism, mental health, poverty, ju-
venile delinquency, domestic violence, and other social
problems impact our community, it has become increas-
ingly clear that it truly does “take a village to raise a
child.”

The collaboration between FTP, CASA, and many other
service providers in the Brown County area help repre-
sent that village. The information, advocacy, and team
approach CASA volunteers display is extremely beneficial
to FTP’s work with families who are at risk.

CASA volunteers assist FTP in sharing their perspectives,
court advocacy, and their work with the children in these
at-risk families, which FTP uses to identify and address
family needs and teach parents protective skills and be-
havior management skills in order to raise their children

in a safe and healthy manner.

FTP has found CASA volunteers to be communicative,
open, and of the utmost integrity in their work as child
advocates. CASA volunteers are committed to giving a
safe, strong voice to children that are vulnerable and are

at risk of being maltreated.

The time and energy CASA volunteers put into their role
as child advocates is invaluable, and their willingness to
serve the best interests of children in Brown County is
admirable. FTP and CASA are a collaborative partnership
that works well for Brown County.
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CASA Volunteer Eases Foster Parent’s Journey

By Deb Patterson, Adoptive Mom and Brown County Foster Parent

Can one person impact the trajectory of someone’s life? For =~ CASA volunteer had been assigned to our case, we knew it
children in foster care it takes a whole team of dedicated was a positive move by the judge, but we weren’t sure how
individuals working together, but every member of that it would affect our situation. We soon learned that having a
team is an integral part of making a difference for each spe- =~ CASA volunteer would make a big difference in the com-
cial child. In our family, one crucial member of the team was munication between what was happening in our home, in
our CASA volunteer. the home of Kyle’s birth parents, and what was shared with

the judge in the courtroom.

In the summer of 2006, my husband and I be-
came foster-to-adopt parents anxiously await- | ‘“‘When we met our A CASA volunteer can see the whole situation

ing our first placement. When Kyle came to us surrounding a child and make observations

ASA volunteer...our
as a five-day-old baby, he was precious. As we O that can be conveyed to the courts in a way

gently set the car seat on the floor of our living | journey changed. It that is different from the birth parents, the

room the morning he arrived, a tiny sigh came foster parents, or the social workers.

T : became lighter, a
out of his lips as if to say, “I am home.”

little easier, and we Our CASA volunteer was able to articulate

I'loved him the moment I laid his little head felt more important information that allowed the judge

against my chest and held him in my arms. It to make the decisions necessary to provide

comfortable in the

was critically important that I kept telling my- Kyle with a safe, permanent, and nurturing

self, “we will love him forever, but care for process.” environment.

him only as long as he needs us.” We weren’t

sure how the next few months or years would When we met our CASA volunteer, we knew
go, but we knew that day that we loved this little she would be a strong advocate for Kyle and
boy. work in his best interest. In that moment our journey

changed. It became lighter, a little easier, and we felt more
Waiting for the legal process to unfold was a test in patience ~ confident in the process. We are forever grateful to our
even though we trusted the process to deliver a future based CASA volunteer, her perspective on difficult issues, and the

upon what was in Kyle’s best interest. When we were told a ~ way she impacted the trajectory of our family’s future.

[J  One-time donation: ¢

L] Monthly donation:  Bill § to my credit card each month for 12 consecutive months, for a total donation of $ -
Name (s) Business/Organization
Address City State Zip
Phone E-Mail
L] I/We would like this gift to remain anonymous, please.
[J  Charge my gift to my credit card: Card No. Exp.
Signature csc

[l Check enclosed (make checks payable to CASA of Brown County, Inc.)

Please mail your gift to CASA of Brown County, Inc., 414 E. Walnut St., Ste. 281, Green Bay, WI 54301
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My Experience with CASA From the Bench

By Judge Marc Hammer, Brown County Circuit Court Branch V

I'have had the pleasure of working with CASA of Brown County for the past two
years as a Juvenile Court Judge. My first impression of the CASA organization
was as a group of stay-at-home mothers who really liked to babysit. Then I had
my first opportunity to meet the children within the child protection system. I
learned that these children are confused, angry, lonely, and scared. These children

needed more than court-ordered services and a place to sleep.

Then I began to understand a critical need in our community for constant, stable, caring, and responsible adults who

would actually listen to the concerns these children expressed. CASA volunteers provide attention to children who

have only been “serviced” through our legal system. Most importantly, I learned these children needed appropriate

role models who would provide hope.

Then I began to use the incredibly valuable information provided within the CASA reports to make critical decisions

as to children’s needs and parents’ abilities. I saw the full impact of the CASA program here in Brown County. CASA

provides these kids unconditional and unmeasured support. The CASA volunteers in our community have no spe-

cific motive, no identified time line, and no specific conditions that are placed on their willingness to serve as chil-

dren advocates.

My first impression of the CASA organization was incorrect. I have come to realize CASA volunteers are people who

are willing to provide advocacy and support for children who have never experienced these critical characteristics at

home. Some people would call that effort a labor of love. I wish all of you success in the New Year and I look for-

ward to a return to the juvenile system in the upcoming years.

CASA Recognizes Local School for Support of CASA Family

By Chris Bivins, CASA Volunteer Coordinator

School can be a struggle for many CASA kids who are
often facing even greater struggles a home. In one CASA
family, the children had been in three different schools
over three years, and their family struggled with a host of
other issues including addiction, abuse, domestic vio-

lence, homelessness, poverty, and lack of transportation.

The children had been assessed as having both learning
and behavioral issues significant enough to warrant IEPs
(Individualized Education Plans). Fortunately, the third
school they attended was Chappell Elementary, where
the teaching team stepped forward to dramatically im-
prove this family’s situation. The teachers got to know
the children and their care provider, they recognized and
respected the family’s strengths, and they put supports in
place to assist the family in overcoming some of their

challenges. For example, when the kids came without

homework completed, their teacher helped them work on
it before school. And when the care provider couldn’t
stay in her home, the school social worker helped locate
new accommodations and provided some transportation
assistance. The teaching staff also learned to play to the
strengths of the children and make accommodations that
worked for each child.

The combined efforts of the Chappell team, CASA, the
courts, and human services resulted in improved atten-
dance and a total change in attitude; the children went
from hating school to wanting to be there. They showed
so much academic improvement that one of the children
is now functioning at grade level for all subjects and was
able to graduate from the IEP. Kudos to the team at
Chappell Elementary for making such a huge difference
in the lives of these children and their family!



CASA Grateful to Community for Tremendous Support in 2010

Champion ($25,000+)
National CASA Association
Schneider, Patricia

Ambassador ($10,000 — 24,999)
Greater GB Community Foundation
Mark & Mary DePrey Fund
Schreiber Foods, Inc.

SS. Edward & Isidore Congregation
Wisconsin CASA Association

Supporter ($2,500 — 9,999)
Cornerstone Foundation

Egan Foundation

Green Bay Exchange Club
Nicolet National Bank

Proctor & Gamble Foundation
Schneider National Foundation
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish
WPS Resources Foundation

Associate ($500-2,499)

Brown County Bar Association
Chernick Family Foundation
Community Foundation - Fox Valley
Courchaine, Rebecca

Danner, Jon & Elizabeth

Green Bay Packers Foundation
Green Bay Preble Optimist
Haddad, Michael & Leanne
Halron Lubricants, Inc.

Hucovski, Mike & Penny

Jensky, Deb

KC Stock Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Allouez

Kiwanis Club of Greater Green Bay
Kress, Julie

Kress, Irene

Norman Miller Family Foundation
Robinson Metal, Inc.

Secura Insurance Companies
Service League of Green Bay
Spackman, Holly

The Premonstratensian Fathers
Thursday Breakfast Optimist Club
Webster, Larry & Jackie
Wochinske Family Foundation

Booster ($100-499)
Associated Bank
Bank of America
Blinn, Robert

Bloor, John & Pamela
Bordini, Peter & Nan

Brogan, Gisela

Broullire, Julia

Celebrate DePere

Cichocki, Darold & Patricia
Creydt, Omer & Ardis

Davis, Michael

Exhaust Pros

Finco, Susan & Edward
Glinski, Lynne

Greene, Al & Lois
Guldan-Linstrom, Mary
Gunn, Steve

Guyette, Thomas & Carole
Haulik, Tara

Hinkfuss, Tim & Kathy
Holtmeier, Kelly

Junge, Beth

Kapalin, Kathy & Daryl
Kappa Alpha Theta Fraternity
KC Council #6764, Women's Auxiliary
KC, Father McGivney

KC, Howard Council

KC, Luxemburg Council

KC, Our Lady of Guadalupe
KC, Ted Watermolen Council
Kl

Klenke, John

Krause, David & Karen
Larsen, Bill & Pat

Lemke, Judy

Liss, David & Karen

Martin, Charles & Jill
Matuszak, LeRoy & Mary Ellen
McKenzie, Scott

McRae, Ann

Meyer, John & Lonetta

M&I Bank

Mikota, Bryan & Mary
Milligan, Mike

Ottum, Jeff & Barb

PDQ Manufacturing, Inc.
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Co.
Pozniak, David & Kathleen
Riopelle, Jack & Ginny
Robert W. Baird & Co.
Rosenfeldt, Rachel

Ryan, Rod & Mary Beth
Savignac, Michael
Schumacher, Thomas

St. John Lutheran Church Women
Stoa, Patrick

Strong & Strong Attorneys at Law
Sullivan, Michael & Kathleen
Thomson, Peter & Luann

Van Pay, Kristie

VanSistine, Dr. & Mrs. CJ
Verbruggen, Shirley & Daniel
Vogt, Jeffrey & MaryAnne
Wagner, Benjamin

Wendt, P. Tim & Mary Beth
Whitaker, Cynthia F.

WS Packaging Group, Inc.

Contributor ($1-99)

Adair, Gretchen & Jeffrey
Alternative Maintenance Solutions
Aicher, Richard & Kathleen
Barker, Rosalinde

Blahnik, Richard & Karen
Bonfigt, Scott or Mary Jo
Burns, JM

Caylor, Eric & Kathleen
Christiansen, Kyle & Ann
Coenen, Sandra

Combined Federal Campaign
Conard, Mary Beth
Denissen, Diane

Dewolfe, Louise

Diderich, Wanda & Steven
Donley, Corrine R.

Erdman, Richard & Sue
Erickson, Gerald & Andrea
Everand, Jason & Marshah
Fleischmann, Catherine & Daniel
Frohna, Greg & Wendi
Frohna, John & Alice
Frohna, Mark & Rose
Frohna, Mary

Frohna, Michael & Kathleen
Frohna, Tom & Rita
Genrich, Jim & Karen
Gustafson, Charles
Hanisch, Hope & Michael
Hansen, Joel

Hendricks, Christopher & Candee
Hennes, Beth & Patrick
Hermans, Michael

Hietpas, Eugene & Marge
Hinz, Tom

Janquart, Paul & Donna
KC, Wilton-Kendall
Krautkramer, Frederica
Langan, Nan Lee
Lawrence University
Leilani's Tropical Tan & Gift
Liebergen, Margo

Liedl, Melissa & Robert
Link, Darlene

LP Mooradian Co.

Mathis, Laura & Ron
Marcelle, Dennis & Darlene
Martin, Ed & Terry
Meulbroek, William & Alene
Meverden, Janette M.
Midwest Quality Construction
Miskella, Rosaleen
Monhead, Aimee

Moss, Marshall & Elaine
Murphy, Michael

Pable, James & Susan
Patterson, Rodney & Deb
Peot, Dave & Renee
Pfeifer, Suzy

Pulaski Polka Days
Remley, Colleen

Schenck, SC

Schense, Scott & Donna
Schlitz, David

Schmidt, John & Pat

Smet, Viola

Smurawa, Kimberly & Craig
Straub, John

Steber, Joel & Nanci
Teofilo, Lawrence & Mary
Titletown Business Connect
Verboort, Katie & Luke
Young, Keith & Melissa
Young, Roger & Barbara
Young, Stacie

Wagner, Christopher & Elaine
Webster, Trista

Welch, Michael & Nancy
Wilder, Raymond & Sarah
Williamson, John & Eleanor
Woodman’s Markets

In-Kind Support

Bames & Noble

Bikes for Tykes

The Business News

Feld Properties

Frohna, Kathleen

Grace Lutheran Church
Gerke, Jeanette

Groleau, Gordon

Johnson, Roy

Pitts, Shaun

St. Willibrord’s Parish

St. Francis Xavier Cathedral
Schneider National Foundation
VanEss, Denise
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From Our CASAs to Your Casa—Cookbooks Now On Sale

Looking for a new recipe? Looking for a perfect belated holiday gift? Then, look no further. The CASA cookbooks have arrived!
With tremendous help from one of our dedicated volunteers, Kristel Hawley, and printing support from Schneider National
Foundation, the “From Our CASAs to Your Casa” cookbooks are for ready for sale at the bargain price of $10 per cookbook.
Cookbooks may be shipped for an additional $2.50 for one cookbook and $2.75 for two. We accept both cash and checks (payable
to CASA of Brown County). Contact Lynne McKenzie at 920-437-2272, ext. 102 or Imckenzie.casabc@tds.net to place an order.
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Executive Committee

Executive Director
Marilyn Bennin, CASA of Brown County

Chairperson
Rod Ryan, Warren Consulting, Inc.

Vice Chairperson
Mary Gronnert, Schneider Nat’l Foundation

Secretary
Tammy Blom, Optima Machinery Corp.

Treasurer
Larry Webster, Nestle, retired

CASA Executive Committee, Board of Directors,

Corporate Board, and Consultants

Board of Directors

Lesley Bitters, BayCare Clinic

Michael Davis, Integrys Energy Group
Eric DeJardine, Nicolet National Bank
Jim Overly, CyberWorks

Ann Renard, IBM Corporation, retired
Tony Schiegg, GB Insurance Center

Sara Willems, GB Chamber of Commerce

Corporate Board

Brenda Aerts, Schreiber Foods

Nan Bush, The Bellin Foundation

Mary DePrey, Community Volunteer
Jim Genrich, McCormick Memorial Home
Lynne Gerrits, Balloons By Us

Chris Griffin, KI

Julianna Guyette, Homes for Ind. Living
Tom Guyette, Merrill Lynch

Joel Hansen, Schenck, SC

Linda Hansen, Just Linda Interior Design
Kris Hernandez, Denmark State Bank
Jeff Kinziger, Robert W. Baird

David Raasch, Fox Valley Tech. College
Mike Shea, HiTech Enterprises

Michele Stein, Ameriprise Financial
Anna Steinfest, US Bank

Ryan VanStraten, Alliance Management
Carol Vengrowsky, Exhaust Pros

Mary Kay Wright Ross, Midwest Comm.

Board Consultants

Denise VanEss, Bischel & Co.

Jeanette Gerke, Bound For Success
Kathleen Frohna, Community Volunteer
Mark DePrey, Langlade Springs




