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To give a child a CASA
is to give them a VOICE,

to give them avoiceis to

give them HOPE, to give
them hope is to give them

the WWORLD.
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CASA welcomes new
volunteer Advocates

CASA of The swearing in was followed by a
B r o wn celebratory Volunteer Appreciation
County event(see below).

was fortu- . |
nate to wel The following community members
come 1 became CASA volunteer Advocates
in April: Tom Bartel, Green Bay,
new volun- ) ) ]
teer Advo Schneider National; Ana Maria Cole-
cates at the Man Green Bay; Linda Hartenian,
New CASA volunteers moments after being sworn in. L-R, front row: Cheri Salmon, S s Neenah; Kitty Luedke, Howard,
Laura Smythe, Kris Olson, Ruth Slang, Steven Miller. L-R, back row: Ana Maria Cole- p & Robert W. Baird & Company' Steven
man, Judge Hinkfuss, Tom Bartel, Gabriele Nelson, Kitty Luedke. Swearing- ; ’ ) k ’
Not pictured are: Linda Hartenian & Amy Sehring. Connie Greenawald photo I Each Miller, Pulaski; Gabriele Nelson,
n. acC
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Green Bay; Kris Olson, Green Bay,
Midwest Communications; Cheri
Salmon, De Pere, Wisconsin Public
Service Corporation; Amy Sehring,
Green Bay; Ruth Slang, Green Bay,
UW-Green Bay; and Laura C.
Smythe, Appleton.

new volunteer successfully com-
pleted an initial 40-hour training
program and was sworn in as a
“friend of the court” and active
CASA volunteer Advocate. Judge
Timothy Hinkfuss swore in this
class of volunteers on April 19, 2011.

Welcome Advocates!

A Celebration to
Thank our
Volunteer

A d \Y O C a t e S Brian Shoup, Brown County Department of Human Services Director wel-

comes the close relationship with CASA of Brown County, and added his
appreciation for the CASA volunteers.

During National Volunteer
week, April 10 — April 16, we celebrated the profound impact that volun-
(Continued on page 7)
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CASA Executive Director
Connie Greenawald

CASA Program Director
Marilyn Bennin

CASA staffing changes

~ Connie Greenawald joins CASA of
| Brown County as its Executive Di-

rector, succeeding Marilyn Bennin,
who successfully developed and ran
the organization for 5%
Marilyn will continue with the or-
ganization as the Program Director,

years.

| overseeing the volunteers and Vol-

unteer Coordinators and the chil-

 dren they work with.

~ Connie joins CASA from The Ein-
stein Project where she served as
|| Development & Communications

Director for 5 years. Prior to that she
was the Executive Director for the
Bay Area Humane Society & Animal
Shelter. She has also worked for the
Brown County United Way and

Shopko Stores. As Executive Direc-
tor, Greenawald will be responsible
for planning and administering a
program providing service to chil-
dren found to have been abused and
neglected as a result of juvenile court
proceedings.

Rod Ryan, Chair of the CASA of
Brown County Board of Directors,
noted, “The Board is excited and
pleased to welcome Connie to the
organization. With her background
and skills, she will prove to be a
valuable asset to the organization.
We are also very happy that Marilyn
will continue to provide the organi-
zation with her expertise on a part-
time basis.”

In-Kind contributions keep CASA running

CASA of Brown County is extremely lucky to be the recipient of some awesome generosity by com-
munity members. Some of those gifts are in the form on in-kind donations, such as:

¢ Mailing services that Gordon Runnoe at The Mail Haus has agreed to provide for our fundrais-
ing appeals

¢ Printing that Schneider National Foundation has been donating
¢ Computer assistance and services from Jim Overly at Cyber Works

¢ 16 scholarships for CASA children at Camp Tekawitha from the Camp, the Green Bay Catholic
Diocese and The Cornerstone Foundation of Northeastern Wisconsin

We've also received services such as the use of their facilities for our meetings from The Bellin
Health Foundation, Feld Properties, Green Bay Insurance Center and Northeast Wisconsin Techni-
cal College. Grace Lutheran Church donates parking for CASA staff and the use of their building for
our monthly volunteer meetings, and St. Francis Xavier Cathedral also donates parking. And, we
just found out that Mark Summerfield at IPS Solutions is going to help us with our website!

These great contributions are helping CASA to help the children, and that is what it is all about, isn’t
it? One more way that donors can make a difference is by requesting matching gifts or “dollars for
doers” if their companies offer them!
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CASA fundraising events make it happen

CASA of Brown County relies heavily on the funds raised et
at events to help us continue our work to advocate for the
best interests of abused and neglected children in the ju-

venile court system. Recent and upcoming events include:

Kim’s Tae Kwon Do Fundraiser

CASA of Brown County received a whopping $4,090 from Ay
a fantastic event headed by Penny Duggan, Kim's TKD

and assisted by Lou and Mike Shea. (Photos at right are = 7
from Lou of her grandchildren Alicia and Logan Shea.)

This great event featured many feats of discipline, balance and coor-
dination. Those demonstrating their prowess raised funds through
pledges and a silent auction, raffle and bake sale went over very
well. Thank you to everyone who attended, donated or participated!

Drink for Charity

Former CASA Board member Ann Weiss brought in over $1,000 in
tips bartending at Molly McGee’s in a charitable competition!

Green Bay Gamblers Raffle

CASA of Brown County received $901 - the proceeds from the 50/50

raffle during the Green Bay Gamblers v. Waterloo Black Hawks

hockey game on February 27, 2011. Thank you Gamblers and Carol
Vengrowsky for arranging it!

Schreiber Foods

CASA is extremely excited to learn that we have been chosen by
Schreiber Foods as one of the two beneficiaries to receive the pro-
ceeds from their 2012 Schreiber Charity Golf Classic in July! Hoo-
ray and thank you so much Schreiber!

CASA C(Classic for Kids

The 5th Annual CASA Classic for Kids golf outing will take
place August 22, 2011 at Thornberry Creek at Oneida. We
are currently looking for hole sponsors, foursomes, items for
the raffle and auction and volunteers who help us make this
great event possible every year. Contact Lynn Gerritts at
llgerrits@att.net to help!

CASA honorary spokesperson Johnnie Gray, Green Bay
Packers Hall of Famer, will again be helping to give our
golfers a memorable and entertaining experience.
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A Conversation with Nan Bush

Connie Greenawald re-
cently asked Nan Bush,
The Bellin Foundation,
CASA Corporate Board
member and a CASA vol-
unteer Advocate a few
questions.. ..

CASA: How did you
first learn about CASA?

Nan: Thad set up a meet-
ing with Mark DePrey to
talk about Bellin's capital
campaign and invite
Mark and Mary's partici-
pation and support. The
first question I asked him
was about his family's
That
is when Mark started
sharing with me about
CASA. The bottom line
of our meeting was that I
ended up joining the
CASA corporate board
and becoming a CASA

volunteer Advocate.

charitable interests.

CASA: What prompted
you to become a CASA
volunteer Advocate?

Nan:
nursing profession be-
cause I wanted to make a
positive  difference in
peoples lives. Over the
years as my career ad-
vanced, I had gotten fur-
ther and further away
from the hands-on care
experience with patients

I went into the

and families. I had a de-
sire to get that back and
thought being a CASA
volunteer would allow
me to make that hands-
on difference I knew I
But
importantly, I

wanted to make.
most
couldn't imagine another
way that I could make a
bigger difference in the
life and future of a child
than by being a CASA
volunteer. ~ To put it
bluntly, it is a huge bang
for the buck!

CASA: What made you
agree to become a CASA
Corporate Board mem-
ber?

Nan: I knew I had the
skills, knowledge
experience in a variety of
areas that could be useful
to the board to help them
move CASA forward as
an organization. It be-
came my mission to do
everything possible to
help CASA develop.

and

CASA: What would you

like people to know
about CASA?
Nan: [ would like them

to know about the huge
positive difference CASA
makes toward improving
the lives of our most vul-
nerable citizens, the chil-

dren who
are victims
of abuse or
neglect. I
would like
them to
know that
this  posi-
tive difference can be
made with a very small
amount of money, due to
the time and talents of
our many volun-
teers. Like me, once you
hear the CASA story, you
can't help but want to
become a part of it, either
as a volunteer, board

member or donor.

CASA: What would you
like people
about you?

to know

Nan: I would like them
to know that I
just like everyone else. I
have ups and
downs. I'm not particu-
larly special. But what
makes me feel incredibly
special is how my CASA
child makes me feel every
time [ visit her. I feel like
a rock star to her. I feel
like I am the world to
her. And she has be-
come the world to me!

am

my

“Being a CASA
volunteer
would allow
me to make
that hands-on
difference |
knew | wanted

to make.”
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Marilyn Bennin presented with United Way award

At their 2010 Annual meeting this March, the
Brown County United Way’s Gregg Hetue pre-
sented our very own Marilyn Bennin with the
Excellence in Nonprofit Leadership Award!

We are so very proud of Marilyn’s tremendous
work in making this CASA so well-respected in
the courts and human services arena, and we
are thrilled that she has been recognized.

The award reads, “Honoring a professional staff
person in the field of human services who has
demonstrated extraordinary leadership, initia-
tive, and management skills.”

This is what Greg Hetue had to say when he

) ; , ) ) sisting families to get back on
presented Marilyn with the award, “Marilyn is .

i . their feet. “Marilvn is as
as compassionate as they come. She has dedi- yn
cated her life to helping families, and spends Itis a privilege tf) present the compassionate
countless hours making sure the behind the 2010 Excellence in Nonprofit
scenes operations of CASA are well managed. Leadership Award to such a as they come.

deserving recipient.

She’s dramatically expanded CASA’s volunteer g redp Creg e,
core from 20 to over 200 in the last 5 years. In Thank you for your service to Brown County
doing this, she’s established a training program our community, Marilyn!” United Way
that exceeds the National CASA standards. We can only echo what was .

. . President
Overall, she has been instrumental in defending said, and add our appreciation
the rights of children in Brown County and as- for all Marilyn has done! & CEO

Yes! | want to support the mission of Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Brown County, Inc.

Donation: $
Name (s) Business/Organization
Address City State Zip
Phone E-Mail

L1 I/wWe would like to receive e-mail updates from CASA of B.C.
[ Check enclosed (make checks payable to CASA of Brown County, Inc.) NOTE: We never sell/rent/give out our donor information.

LI I/We would like this gift to remain anonymous, please.

Please mail your gift to CASA of Brown County, Inc., 414 E. Walnut St., Ste. 281, Green Bay, WI 54301

You can also make a gift to CASA of Brown County online!

¢ See CA S Awww.casebb.argftoer: our “Donate” button, and:
¢ Wearealso on Guidestar.org
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An Open Letter from the Court

By J.D. McKay, Circuit Court, Branch VI

CASA has become an important part of the juvenile court sys-

tem and the handling of CHIPS cases in Brown County. We

7”7 .

should never underestimate the value of another “set of hands

in the life of a child who is in need of protection and services.

We must not forget, however, that CASA’s involvement must remain structured and focused. A
CASA volunteer must be a friend to the child and act in the best interests of the child at all

times, but remember that they do so by their example and their effort, not their dictates.

Keep focused on the goal before you and the duties required to achieve that goal. Be prepared;
review all records; familiarize yourself with the names and relationships; maintain weekly face-

to-face contact with the child and monthly contact with all collateral sources.

Keep informed: maintain records; attend staffings and hearings; confer with others directly in-

volved with the case; write concise and informative progress reports.

Be observant: know what’s going on in the child’s life; know who is involved with the child;

report any suspected incidents.

Most importantly — keep up with good work. We need you, and these kids need you!

CASA volunteer Advocate
nominated for award

CASA volunteer Advocate Cathy Bond was
nominated for one of the 2011 WPS Volun-
teer Awards by the grandmother and father
of one of her former CASA children! The

child is doing so well, and the grandmother d w A
and father are so grateful to Cathy for her Chris Bivins, CASA Volunteer Supervisor and Cathy Bond, CASA
work, that they felt they had to nominate volunteer Advocate, at the awards presented by the Volunteer Center

of Brown County

her in the Adult Individual category.

As the grandmother Susan® wrote, “Jean* is
having a great year! She's doing well in
school. We are very blessed! So much of
what we have to be grateful for is because
the CASA organization and God, sent us
YOU! *Pseudonyms

CASA would like to congratulate Cathy and
all of our fantastic volunteer Advocates for
their tireless work with neglected and
abused children.



What is CASA?
By Kristel Hawley, CASA Volunteer Advocate

CASA, in a nutshell, is a group of volunteers
who work with children who have been iden-
tified as either being abused, neglected, or
both by the court system.

The Kids

There is sometimes a misperception that
CASA kids are damaged and difficult to deal
with. While they have sustained various de-
grees of harm, the kids are just that—kids.

They like to play games, participate in sports,
laugh and have a good time. You would not
be able to easily identify a CASA child in a
classroom of their peers.

On some level, they are all appreciative that
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ten to whatever parts of their life stories they
decide to share, and to advocate for them.

The Volunteers

CASA volunteers come from all walks of life,
and undergo extensive, ongoing training to
help them successfully meet the needs of their
kids. They have a variety of reasons for choos-
ing to become CASA volunteer Advocates,
but share a common goal of providing a con-
sistent presence in the lives of kids who have
been abused or neglected.

The Staff

The staff at CASA is a small group of dedi-
cated, hardworking people who provide the

an adult has chosen to consistently spend
time with them, to have fun with them, to lis-

training, structure, leadership and guidance
the volunteers need to be effective Advocates
for CASA kids.

A Celebration. .. (continued)

teers have on all Americans but we especially are grateful for the CASA volunteer advocates who
perform extraordinary duties for the children who have been abused or neglected and who end up
in juvenile court right here in Brown County. On April 14, after the eleven new CASA volunteers
were sworn in by Judge Hinkfuss, we celebrated with a huge dinner prepared by volunteers to
thank everyone for the work they do. The children of Jefferson school through their YouTube
video, sang “Be My CASA’, a wonderful tribute to the CASA volunteer advocates. It was a terrific
event created to thank all the volunteers for their service to CASA of Brown County.

Thank you to all who helped make it a delicious meal, and St. Willebrord’s for providing the
venue. We missed those of you who couldn’t make it!

From Our CASAs to Your Casa? Cookbooks Now On Sale

Looking for a new recipe? Looking for a perfect gift? Then, look no further. The CASA cookbooks have arrived!
With tremendous help from one of our dedicated volunteers, Kristel Hawley, and printing support from Schneider
National Foundation, the “From Our CASAs to Your Casa” cookbooks are for ready for sale at the bargain price of
$10 per cookbook. Cookbooks may be shipped for an additional $2.50 for one cookbook and $2.75 for two. We ac-
cept both cash and checks (payable to CASA of Brown County). Contact Lynne McKenzie at 920-437-2272, ext. 102
or Imckenzie.casabc@tds.net to place an order.
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Executive Committee

Executive Director
Connie Greenawald, CASA of Brown County

Chairperson
Rod Ryan, Warren Consulting, Inc.

Vice Chairperson
Jim Overly, Cyber Works, Inc.

Secretary
Tammy Blom, Optima Machinery Corp.
Mary Gronnert, 3 AET AEAAO

Treasurer
Eric DeJardine, Nicolet National Bank

CASA Executive Committee, Board of Directors,

Corporate Board, and Consultants

Board of Directors

Lesley Bitters, BayCare Clinic

Jeff Kinziger, Robert W. Baird

Ann Renard, IBM Corporation, retired
Tony Schiegg, GB Insurance Center
Ryan VanStraten, Alliance Management

Corporate Board

Brenda Aerts, Schreiber Foods

Nan Bush, The Bellin Health Foundation
Michael Davis, Integrys Energy Group
Mark DePrey, Langlade Springs

Mary DePrey, Community Volunteer
Jim Genrich, McCormick Memorial Home
Lynne Gerrits, Balloons By Us
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Julianna Guyette, Homes for Ind. Living
Tom Guyette, Merrill Lynch

Joel Hansen, Schenck, SC

Linda Hansen, Just Linda Interior Design

Kris Hernandez, Denmark State Bank
David Raasch, Fox Valley Tech. College
Mike Shea, HiTech Enterprises

Michele Stein, Ameriprise Financial
Anna Steinfest, US Bank

Judy Trimberger, Community Volunteer
Carol Vengrowsky, Exhaust Pros

Larry Webster, Nestle, retired

Sara Willems, GB Chamber of Commerce
Mary Kay Wright Ross, Midwest Comm.

Board Consultants

Kathleen Frohna, Dental Practice Advisors
Jeanette Gerke, Bound For Success
Johnnie Gray, Honorary Spokesperson
Mike Milligan, Legato Marketing Comm.
Shaun Pitt, Studio 44

Denise VanEss, Bischel & Co.

Jennifer Wiezbiskie, earthworks design




