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CASA kids get to enjoy Camp Tekawitha

By Erich Blumreich, Diocese of Green Bay Youth Ministry & Camp Tekawitha Director

I have heard this comment many times: “You have
the best job in the world.” It is hard to argue, but
there may be some discrepancy in the underlying
logic. Yes, I am a full grown man who plays Cap-
ture the Flag, as a profession. That alone is not what
makes the job great. Rather, the statement is true
because I can be absolutely sure the work done at
camp has a positive impact on the lives of youth.

The positive impact is exemplified through Camp
Tekawitha’s relationship with CASA. This year 16
young people attended camp because of the dedica-
tion of their CASA volunteer. The CASAs took the
time to fill out registra-
tion forms, get health in-
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cult home situation and head into the woods.

Why is this important? A week spent at camp helps
youngsters build confidence as they learn new
skills. Campers grow in both their sense of inde-
pendence and their ability to work well in a com-
munity. Most importantly, summer camp is a place
where kids are able to simply enjoy being kids.

The efforts of the CASA volunteers
are made financially possible
through the support of the Corner-
stone Foundation, Stock Family
Foundation and gifts from private
donors. This is a team effort. Judg-
ing from the smiling faces and ex-
cited words from the campers the
conclusion can be made that WE
have the best jobs in the world.



BE THE DIFFERENCE

Volume 7, Issue 4

Page 2
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Check out our new website at
www.casabc.org! It has been redes-
igned with some great new features
and lots of information for volun-
teers, donors, and more.

Thank you to Mark Summerfield, IPS
Solutions and one of our newest
Board members for the redesign,
hosting, and hand-holding!

Give us your feedback!

Estate planning?

Please consider remembering CASA of Brown County in your will. Contact Connie
Greenawald at (920) 437-2272, ext. 101 or connie@casabc.org for any information you need.

C.A.S.A.—What | think of it

By Amy Dingeldein, MSSW, Brown County Department of Human Services On-going worker

When I think about the CASA Program in Brown County this is what I think about...The volunteers
are:

¢ Caring People,

¢ Advocates for the children,

¢ Safe People for the children to talk to, and they are
¢ All about children!

CASA has really grown over the past few years in Brown County and it has really helped the chil-
dren who are victims of abuse and neglect. The program has been so helpful on so many cases.

Connie, Marilyn, Mary, Chris, Lynne and Mary Anne work very hard to ensure that their volunteers
are matched well with the children. The volunteers are dedicated to the children they work with to
ensure safety, stability and permanency for children. The volunteers’ reports to the court are helpful
for our judges so that they have another view of how these children are doing in their home environ-
ments. This program is a wonderful asset to our community. This program is truly a gift that keeps
on giving.
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CASA events continue to bring in funds!

CASA of Brown County relies heavily on the funds | o Jgsta
raised at events to help us continue our work to T
advocate for the best interests of abused and ne-
glected children in the juvenile court system. Re-
cent and upcoming events include:

Cyber Green Electronics Recycling

+

People bringing in their electronics items for recy-
cling at the Cyber Green event thanked us! And we
thank Jim Overly and Linda Hansen and Green
Bay Insurance Center for the site! Besides raising
what we believe will be about $500, we got some
great media coverage before and during the event.
Thank you everyone!

CASA Classic for Kids

Jim Overly forklifts the results from the Cyber Green

electronics recycling event for CASA onto a semi truck!

The 5th Annual CASA Classic for Kids golf outing at
Thornberry Creek at Oneida was a huge success with
144 golfers and many generous sponsors, including 4
28 hole Sponsors. Thank you to chairs Lynne Gerrits | Golfers poses with CASA of Brown County spokesperson
and Judy Tri mberger, and former Green Bay Packer Johnnie Gray.

the committee and everyone else for helping us to raise an awesome

$31,000 for the children!

== Asan outgrow of the golf outing, Lou Shea and Carol Vengrowsky
were invited to host a silent auction at another event, which brought in
an additional $1,860!

CASADblanca

CASADblanca is set for Friday, April 20, 2012 at the new Jet Air han-

gar, CASAblanca will, as the name suggests, evince the classic movie
with a black tie optional dinner featuring a raffle, silent and live auc-
tions, dancing and gaming.

The “skirts” hole was a big hit, and Mike
Shea even brought an accessory! In addition to all these great activities,

tickets to the event, which will be $125 per person, will also provide Hlave the date -

each ticket-holder with a raffle ticket for a chance to win a trip to Paris!

Linda Hansen is chairing this exciting new venture, and reminds every-
one that we are seeking sponsors for all levels—please contact Connie
Greenawald at connie@casabc.org or (920) 437-2272, ext. 101 or check
out: www.casabc.org. And make sure you've got your calendars marked for this night to remember!
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Where does the money come from and where does it go?

By Rod Ryan, Warren Consulting and CASA of Brown County Governing Board Chair

Questions that board mem-
bers are asked most fre-
quently are in the area of fi-
nance—where the funds
come from and how are they
spent to benefit CASA kids. I
will try to answer those very

important questions.

Revenue Sources:

¢ Family and business foun-

dations, contributions
from local companies,
grants awarded by Na-
tional CASA and similar
sources. Often, grants are
directed to us with the
assistance of organiza-
tions like the Greater
Green Bay Community
Foundation which may
align the recipients of
grants such as CASA with
foundations with certain
areas of focus, such as

children in need.

¢ CASA events are a signifi-
cant source of funding
such as our annual Golf
Outing for Kids held each
August and is now our
largest fundraiser. Many
smaller events contribute
significantly to our fund-
ing, such as the recent Cy-
ber Green recycling event.
Currently the CASA-
blanca event is being
planned by a very active
committee, which will

hopefully result in a large
amount of new revenue for
our organization. More
will be coming out soon on
how you can help with this
exciting event.

The Annual Appeal to in-
dividuals, families, service
clubs and certain compa-
nies is held every year, and
this results in contributions
of all sizes from $10 or $20
to very large; they all help
and CASA is happy to ac-
cept all donations!

CASA board members,
volunteers and staff make
presentations to service
clubs and organizations to

solicit donations.

This year, a small amount
of support is coming from
Brown County, and it is
hoped that this can be ex-
panded going forward.

There are also “in kind”
donations made by com-
munity members and com-
panies that assist tremen-
dously by providing ser-
vices that would otherwise
have to be paid for.

Where the money is
spent:

¢ The majority is spent on

program expenses — the
things and people needed

to make sure the CASA
mission is met. This in-
cludes training materials,
trainers, 2 full time and 2
part time staff who super-
vise and work directly
with the volunteers, and
Marilyn Bennin, our Pro-
gram Director who over-
sees the Volunteer Supervi-
sors. We must comply with
National CASA Standards
by maintaining a ratio of
no more than thirty volun-
teers to one supervisor.

Overhead
kept to a minimum; there
are no owned bricks and
mortar, and beyond that
there are the normal ex-
penses of any office or or-
ganization, such as postage
and so forth.

expenses are

Connie Greenawald, our
Executive Director is in
charge of development in
addition to overseeing all
other aspects of the organi-
zation, reporting to the
board of directors, made
up of people from the com-
munity who donate their
time and varying expertise.
Everyone works very hard
to stay as close as possible
to a cost of $100 per month
per child or $1,200 per
year. “We are lean and
mean, and proud to say
that about ourselves.”
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Advocating for Kids Who’ve Experienced

Trauma By Connie Greenawald, Executive Director

One of the most important and informative things I learned at the Wiscon-
sin CASA Association conference was about the effect of trauma on a

child’s brain and what children impacted by significant trauma need.

Dr. Jim Henry, Co-founder & Director, Western Michigan Trauma Center
for Children presented what he described as a CASA Toolkit for Children
that included, among other things, requesting a comprehensive trauma as-

sessment be completed on each child and that traumatized children receive

evidence-based trauma treatments—not therapies that focus on just behav-
ior. Dr. Henry also asks us to advocate for caregivers to receive training on parenting traumatized

children and recommended a website: www.nctsn.org (National Child Traumatic Stress Network).

And something we, as CASAs can do right now: focus on building resilience for these children
through providing opportunities for children to experience mastery and success, whether it is through
academics, sports, art, music or something else. We can also help the children learn affect regulation —
the ability to calm, regulate and contain the affect and produce appropriate emotional responses to a

given situation —by helping children accurately identify their feelings.

And most of all, we want to tell our CASA kids that “You are not a bad person—you are a very good

person who very bad things have happened to.”

9-year old uses birthday to o | =] I
help CASA! oreaty |

CASA volunteer Advocate Amanda Johnson says
she often talks about the various organizations
she is involved in, CASA of Brown County being
one of them. When her soon-to-be 9-year old son
brought her the idea of requesting that guests
attending his party bring gifts for CASA children
instead of for himself, Amanda was understanda-
bly proud.

R—

< wm

As Amanda says, Attacus is living up to his ,
P 7 =z @EM IEN
name, and we at CASA can Only say bravo” and Attacus Johnson pictured at the CASA of Brown County office surrounded by all of
“thank you” to a young man who is a wonderful the gifts he donated for CASA children.
example to us all.




BE THE DIFFERENCE

Volume 7, Issue 4

Page 6

A Letter to CASA Workers & Supporters

By Barb Hoffman, American Foundation of Counseling Services Treatment Foster Care

Dear CASA Workers & Supporters,

My introduction to CASA was 1 %2 years ago as |
met all the workers connected to the new child
coming into my home. Along with the County
and Treatment Foster Care staff, this child had 2
CASA workers, Karen L. and Lou S. (who had
been working with the child during previous
placements). Lou explained that night her role
as a CASA worker. With this information, I felt
that I would have little involvement with Lou &
Karen. It seemed more of a resource for the
child and my part would consist more of sched-
uling the visits and keeping them up to date re-
garding her progress.

In the weeks following, I realized how flawed
my thinking was. They offered a resource I had
never had before. Not only did they have a rela-
tionship with this child but they helped me un-
derstand where she was at and how to respond
to her. More than that, during that difficult ad-
justment time, it was a comfort for this child to
have the weekly visits. She looked forward to
seeing Karen & Lou each week without the nor-
mal anxiety that most of my kids have - fearing
it will get cancelled or a no show. She totally
TRUSTED them! WOW, that’s huge with my
kids! Trust in adults is so important, but so slow
to come!

Each week Lou & Karen & I would connect be-
fore the visit to touch base on how the child was
doing. If she was struggling, they would help
sort things out with her & if she was doing well
they knew what specifically to reward or praise
her on. I always had especially good behaviors
from the child after they had a meeting. She
could have had a rough morning but I could
count on a calm night.

As we got close to the 1 year mark of having
her, my child was really struggling. Her behav-

iors became more exhausting —even physical.
Whether it was because she had never been at a
Foster home past a year, or because her counsel-
ing was dredging up things that were difficult
to deal with, I was in the trenches with her. In
that more difficult time and also when I was
transitioning her to an adoptive home, Karen
and Lou were an invaluable support to me.

It’s been 2 months since this child has left my
home. We just picked her up last week for a
visit and the adoptive family has graciously
welcomed us to have her anytime. She had writ-
ten a love letter to us saying her life “is pretty
darn great” but she loves us
and misses us! At supper she

had to give us hugs and took Karen and Lol

turns sitting by each of us.

We all picked up where we were ar

left off, joking and teasing. _

She is doing SO WELL and is Intieluelels

SO HAPPY!! UUxxOU0wU

For those of us who love and
work with these kids, there
is a total high when you hear

— Foster Parent

Barb Hoffman
from the child how happy
they are. All the pain and
tears are forgotten. CASA
was a huge part of this
child’s success and I am so humbled and grate-

ful that I had Lou and Karen by my side on this
journey with this child.

Thank you CASA and those who support it for
your love and support of our kids!

Sincerely,

Barb Hoffman



Volunteers Show

Commitment
By Judy Hodell, M.S.W.

As I embrace the ever-changing evolution of
my life, I find much joy in reminiscing on the
people (some call them angels) I have encoun-
tered. Meeting Marilyn Bennin in the late 80’s
developed into my involvement with CASA
beginning in 2005. Through that ongoing ex-
perience I have been left in awe and respect at
the level of passion, commitment, and true
concern by the volunteers for the youth and
families of Brown County.

Each year I have been invited to speak to the
new group of volunteers during their training
and I continue to be amazed at their willing-
ness and sacrificing of time and energy to in-
vest in troubled kids and systems. The de-
mands are intense and the challenges con-
stant as they advocate, mentor and support

youth who are often fearful, traumatized and
resistive. The volunteers consult and support
each other through difficult situations and
reinvest often through repeated crises and the
barriers of the legal system.

The volunteers bring to this experience their
life experiences, their own family histories
and a myriad of professional training and
growth with many having raised their own
children, retired from challenging careers and

seek to impact and share these life challenges
with those who continue to struggle.

I am ever fortunate and leave those encoun-
ters with each new volunteer group with new
energy and faith that there are those who care
deeply for kids and families and are willing to
make the tireless and selfless effort to im-
prove life for children in Brown County.

We are indeed fortunate for CASA and the
numerous volunteers that make this invest-
ment. Brown County is much better for it.
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From Our CASAS to Your Casaokbooks

make great gifts!

Looking for a perfect gift for the holidays—hostess gift, one for your
daughter or daughter-in-law or someone else on your list? Then, look no
further. The CASA cookbooks are still available! With tremendous help
from one of our dedicated volunteers, Kristel Hawley, and printing sup-
port from Schneider National Foundation, the “From Our CASAs to Your
Casa” cookbooks are for ready for sale at the bargain price of $10 per
cookbook. Cookbooks may be shipped for an additional $2.50 for one
cookbook and $2.75 for two. We accept both cash and checks (payable to
CASA of Brown County). Contact Lynne McKenzie at 920-437-2272, ext.
102 or Imckenzie.casabc@tds.net to place an order.




Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Brown County, Inc.

BE THE DIFFERENCE

t,or
CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

CASA OF BROWN COUNTY, INC
414 E. Walnut St., Ste. 281
Green Bay, WI 54301

920.437.2272 ~
connie.casabc@tds.net
www.casabc.org

Volume 7, Issue 4

NONPROFIT ORG

US POSTAGE PA

GREEN BAY WI
PERMIT 687

Executive Committee

Executive Director

CASA Executive Committee, Board of Directors,

Corporate Board,

Board of Directors

Lesley Bitters BayCare Clinic

Jeff Kinziger, Robert W. Baird

Ann Renard IBM Corporation, retired
Tony SchieggGB Insurance Center
Ryan VanStratenAlliance Management

Connie GreenawaldCASA of Brown Count{Forporate Board

Chairperson
Rod RyapWarren Consulting, Inc.

Vice Chairperson
Jim Overly, Cyber Works, Inc.

Secretary
Tammy Blom Optima Machinery Corp.
Mary Gronnert, 3 AET AEAAO

Treasurer
Eric DeJardingNicolet National Bank

Brenda Aerts Schreiber Foods

Nan Bush The Bellin Health Foundation
Michael Davis Integrys Energy Group
Judy DeckeyM&l Bank

Mark DePrey Langlade Springs

Mary DePrey Community Volunteer

Jim Genrich McCormick Memorial Home

. ABY8Ne Cerits BRGNS BEYS

Chris Griffin, KI

Julianna Guyette Homes for Ind. Living
Tom Guyette Merrill Lynch

Joel HansenSchenck, SC

and Consultants

Linda HansenJust Linda Interior Design
Kris Hernandez Denmark State Bank
David RaaschFox Valley Tech. College
Mike Sheg HiTech Enterprises

Michele Stein Ameriprise Financial
Anna Steinfest US Bank

Mark Summerfield, IPS Solutions

Judy Trimberger, Community Volunteer
Carol Vengrowsky Exhaust Pros

Larry Webster, Nestle, retired

Sara Willems GB Chamber of Commerce
Mary Kay Wright RossMidwest Comm.

Board Consultants

Jeanette Gerke Bound For Success
Johnnie GrayHonorary Spokesperson
Mike Milligan, Legato Marketing Comm.
Shaun Pitts Studio 44

Denise VanEs®Bischel & Co.

Jennifer Wiezbiskig earthworks design




